Abstract
INTRODUCTION
elucidate the nature and value of adult heterosexual bonds in promiscuous societies, including 136 how those bonds are sustained despite conflict being a common occurrence.
137
On another level, we were interested in applying the VRH to test differentiated 138 relationships within these heterosexual dyads. Namely, chacma baboons live in large Our predictions were that: (1) male-female baboons would engage in post-conflict 147 affiliation at higher rates than expected from baseline affiliative patterns, thereby providing 148 evidence for reconciliation; (2) the occurrence of reconciliation would be more frequent 149 between male-female friends than non-friends, as the former should be motivated to maintain mutual fitness benefits that might otherwise be disrupted by conflict; and (3) females would population, see (Cowlishaw, 1997) ). Group composition and study periods are given in Table   161 S1. Males were considered adult when they reached eight years of age (Alberts & Altmann, Observers on foot followed groups daily from dawn to dusk, conducting 1-hour focal 171 observations (mean duration ± SD: 59.9±3.6 min) on all adult females and males (male The male friend(s) of each pregnant and lactating female (i.e., the male(s) with whom they had 196 a particularly strong social bond) was identified using a combination of spatial proximity and index. If the first ratio was higher than two (i.e., the male with the highest index had twice as 210 many interactions with the female than the second male), we assigned only one preferred 211 male-the one with the highest score-to the female. If the second ratio was also higher than 212 two, we assigned two preferred males-the ones with the first and second highest indices-to 213 the female. If no male had a highly differentiated score compared to the others, we considered 1996; Wittig & Boesch, 2003) . As a first step, we thus aimed to validate this new method using 237 a large sample of conflicts from our study system, ensuring that results corresponded with those 238 generated by a more traditional PC-MC approach.
240
Post-conflict matched-control method 241 We used an extended matched-control analysis (de Waal & Yoshihara, 1983) to test whether 
263
We subsequently determined, for each PC-MC pair, whether it was 'attracted' (i.e., Using approaches and leaves occurring within 1m of the focal subject, we also 274 calculated for each PC-MC pair the average time that the male and female spent in close proximity in the PC and MC observation. We tested whether opponents were in closer 276 proximity in PC than in MC observations using a Wilcoxon matched-pair signed-rank test, as 277 such a difference could bias results towards more affiliation in PC observations. Opponents 278 spent the same amount of time within 1m in PC and MC observations (Table S2, Method using baseline rate of affiliation 283 We implemented a second method (adapted from the time-rule and rate methods described in (non-oestrus, oestrus, pregnant, lactating). Second, we split these observations into two 294 categories: the post-conflict sample, where we pooled all observations that followed a conflict 295 between the dyad members, and the baseline sample, where we pooled all observations that were not preceded by a conflict. In some cases, PC observations were incomplete (e.g., because 297 the focal individual went out of sight or another aggression occurred). We therefore retained 298 only PC observations that lasted at least 3, 6, 9 and 12 min for the 5, 10, 15 and 20-min datasets, To test for differences between all levels of multilevel categorical variables, we changed the 
Validating a novel method to study reconciliation
Consistent with our prediction that heterosexual dyads would exhibit reconciliation, males and 351 females were more likely to affiliate after an aggression than by chance (Table 1, Figure 1a ). 
Reconciliation between males and pregnant/lactating females

373
Friend dyads affiliated at much higher rates after a conflict than in baseline observations (rate we also found that friends affiliated more than non-friends across baseline observations. 
DISCUSSION
389
We validate a new methodological approach to study reconciliation patterns using long-term further be attributable to differences in the way conflict and PC data were extracted: whereas 459 in their study it is unclear whether successive bouts of aggression were counted as one or more 460 conflict(s), our study focused only on the most recent conflict in a series of aggressions. This 461 may have contributed to Silk et al.'s (1996) finding that rates of aggression between former 462 opponents were higher in PC than in MC samples, whereas our study design prevented us from 463 observing such a contrast, as aggression rates between opponents in PC samples were set to 0 464 by construction. Acknowledging such differences is not to overlook the distinct possibility that 465 male-female dyads indeed reconcile more frequently than do female-female dyads, particularly 466 given the pronounced evolutionary stakes.
467
That some subjects in our study rarely reconciled, while others did so rather frequently,
468
is an area that also warrants further study. Individual variation may reflect the variable quality 
